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LETTER I. 

OF THE NATXTBE OF CONFIBMATION . 

As you are now about to be Confirmed, 
and desire instruction on the subject, I 
hope, from time to time, to explain to 
you the object and intention of the Rite 
of Confirmation. Before you can become 
a fit partaker of this ordinance, it is of 
the greatest importance you should have 
a right view of its nature and obligation. 
It is the intention and order of our 
Church, (and the practice is derived from 
the Apostles and primitive Christians,) 
that all persons who were Vk^^caa^ ^^E^ 
infancy, and in ^\io^^ \iscav^ ^^x\5^ssv 



)romises^ " ratify and confinn th< 
n their own persons ; and publiclj 
:he Church, ** acknowledge then 
bound to believe and to do wha 
promised in their names at the 
tism." 

No person is admitted into til 
tian Covenant by Baptism witl 
promise of *^ faith and repentance 
pent ye, and believe the Gospel. ' 
15.) ** He that belter eth and is 
shall be saved." (Mark xvi. 16.) 

an A Via "hsmfi^Pfl." TActS ii. 3? 
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towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ^^ 

But it is very desirable and " most 
agreeable with the institution of Christ,"* 
that the children, even the unconscious 
infants, of believing parents should be 
made partakers of the benefits of the 
Christian Covenant. The children of the 
Jews were admitted to the benefits of the 
Mosaic Covenant when they were " eight 
days old;^^ our blessed Lord encouraged 
parents to bring their " litHe children^^ 
unto him, and "declared his good will 
towards them ;" and the Apostles of 
Christ baptized whole households o{ those 
who received the Gospel; and it cannot 
be doubted that children, even little in- 
fants, were included in the number of 
those households. 

But such children cannot profess, in 
** their tender years," to have repentance, 

♦ Article xx\u. Oi 1&«.'^M\vft.. 



jre the children in the Church 
W8. But these professions must hi 
ithout repentancey there is no { 
pardon; without faith, there 
>mise of acceptance; without obe 
TO can be no hope of future 
erefore^ those vows and promises 
infant itself cannU make are mx 
»y " Godfathers and Godmothers, 
le before the congregation and s 
the child^ and pledge themseh 
presence of God's people, thai 
11 be taught^ so soon as he sh 
I to learn, what a solemn vow, pr 
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when he hath arrived at sufficient age to 
learn and to understand the requirements 
contained in the Gospel, and to feel his 
obligation to fulfil them ; he is then, 
after previous examination and instruc- 
tion, brought to the Bishop, that he may, 
** with his own mouth and consent, openly 
before the Church, ratify and confirm^^ 
those vows and promises which were made 
in his name at his Baptism ; and that he 
may, in answer to many prayers, and by 
the imposition of the Bishop's hands, be 
endued with power from above faithfully 
to observe the promises he has then made 
for himself y and to endeavour daily, " by 
God's help," to discharge his baptismal 
obligations. 

In my next letter, I will shew you more 
particularly the reason why persons ar- 
rived at " years of discretion " should be 
brought to the Bishop to be confirmed. 



LETTER II. 

WHY SHOULD A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN 
CONFIRMED ? 

I AM glad you feel a serious intei 
approaching Confirmation^ and ai 
to be instructed more fully in t1 
tions of that holy ordinance, 
in this letter^ examine the rei 
every member of our Church sh 
brought to the Bishop to be coni 
We have already stated that, ii 



> — i.: — 
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one could be admitted to the benefits of 
the Christian Covenant.* 

po you not, then, perceive that it is 
the duty of all persons to make the pro- 
mises, if they would be partakers of the 
Covenant f Are they not bound, if they 
would receive the benefits, to evidence 
their desire to fulfil the engagements ? or 
can they have any reason to hope that 
they shall reap the advantage without a 



* It may be well to explain what is meant by the 
expression **the Christian Covenant." A covenant 
means an agreement between two parties ; and by the 
Christian Covenant is understood the agreement entered 
into between God and man, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
In this covenant, God promises, for the sake of his Son 
our Saviour, and through his merit and atonement only, 
to grant to man a full and free pardon of all his sins, 
an abiding measure of his sanctifying Spirit here, and 
an inheritance of unfading glory hereafter ; and man, 
for his part, promises to believe in and abide only on 
the atonement and satisfaction made by the death of 
Christ, for acceptance with God, and daily to endeavour^ 
by the strength and assistance oi xXvr ^^i %^\r^-^Na^^^ 
according to the example and m o\i^^\ctkR.^ \» ^Oc^ft^^"^'^^ 
of Jesus Christ. 



LKJt iiiiiiBt;!!^ Wits uiipuzeu lU 11 

our Lord and his Apostles^ w 
profession and promise of the 
They were absolutely and esser 
requisite before any person coi 
ceived into the number of the 
of Jesus. And is not the r 
Christ the same now that it '^ 
Are not the same blessings offi 
which were offered to them ? A 
same dispositions and the sai 
required of us which were r( 
them ? You know that what tht 
felt^ we must do and feel ; you 1 
we are lookin&r for salvation thi 
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same guide and rule of life given to us ; 
and, therefore, we must act, in the regu- 
lation of our hearts and lives, in the same 
way in which they acted ; we must pro- 
mise, and daily labour to shew forth the 
works of " repentance and faith." 

These things, it is true, have been pro- 
mised for you, but they have not been 
promised hy you ; and as you are now old 
enough to understand the duties which 
are required of you to* be a true and 
living " member of Christ," you are, 
therefore, called upon to make the pro- 
mises for yourself. 

Confirmation is the ordinance appointed 
to enable us to do this ; to " witness 
a good confession" before God and in 
the presence of his people. In this or- 
dinance you will promise for yourself to 
renounce what is evil, to strive after what 
is good; to believe in God, as He has 
revealed Himself to us in His word ; to 
believe in the "¥at\iex KVxkv^Ntj, "^^^ 
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hath made" and preserves us "and all 
the world ;" to " believe in Jesus Christy 
His only Son our Lord," who hath pro- 
cured redemption firom sin by His death 
and sufferings, " and opened the kingdom 
of heaven to all believers ;" and to " be- 
lieve in the Holy Ghost," through whom 
our hearts are purified and made willing 
to strive after the obedience which God 
requires of us. 

The first Christians made these pro- 
mises, and you must do the same. It 
is impossible to shew any reason why 
we should be excused from doing what 
they were required to do. If the religion 
of Christ be now what it was then, it is 
surely the bounden duty of all to make 
those promises and vows which have been 
required of ail persons, and made by all 
persons who have been admitted into the 
visible Church of Christ, from the days 
of His manifestation in the flesh to the 
present day. 
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We will examine, in the next letter, 
the Scriptural grounds we have for the 
Rite of Confirmation, and for retaining 
it in that pure and Apostolic Church to 
which we belong. 



LETTER III. , 

OF THE AUTHOSITT OF SCRIPTURE FOR CO 

In all things relating to our 
to our growth and increase in 
godliness^ it is necessary that^ as 
is given to guide us in these t 
should have recourse to Scripti 
struction and direction; for *'wh 
not read therein, nor may be pro 
by, is not to be believed as an 
faith, or be thought requisite or 
to salvation."* Now wp wr^^ii^i 
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fore, look to the New Testament for any 
instruction which may be found concern- 
ing it. It is natural that we should look for 
information respecting it in the writings 
and practice of those who were the first 
Ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
" What authority, then," you will ask, 
" do you find for Confirmation in the 
Scriptures?"* 

I direct you to " the law and the tes- 
timony." In the eighth chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, we read that, during 
the persecution which arose after the 
stoning of Stephen, " Philip went down 
to the city of Samaria and preached Christ 
unto them ; and when they believed Philip 
preaching the things concerning the king- 
dom of Oody and the name of Jesus 
Christy they were baptizedy both men and 
women,*^ Here you observe, that Philip, 

* Confirmation was anciently called " Ija.-^Vcw^ ow ^^. 
hands ;' * and is so named in. tYie " Ot^ex ol CQ>vsSa\sia>XR>'^^^ 
in the Book of Common Pra^eT. 
B 



•*jL*\A vrixcx Ul 821 



converted many to the Christis 
preached "^Ae things concemin 
dom of God;** he required of t'j 
ance and faith^ " the things" p 
to an entrance into that kinj 
they, professing and promising 1 
" were baptized, both men an 
So far, all was done which i 
necessary for the admission ( 
into the Church of Christ. *" 
and received the Gospel, they 
the confession of faith required 
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the Overseers or Bishops* of the whole 
flock, to whom the government of the 
Church had been committed by our Lord, 
and who appointed and sent forth preach- 
ers of the Gospel, — ^^ When the Apostles, 
which were at Jertisalem, heard that 
Samaria had received the word of Ood, 
they sent unto them Peter and John /" that 
is, two of their own company, two Apos- 
tles, or Bishops of the Church, — "tt?Ao, 
when they were come down, prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy 
Ohost. Then they laid their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghost,** 
This " Laying on of Hands** with prayer 
and supplication, is the ceremony per- 
formed by the Bishops of our day, after 
this example of the Apostles in the first 
days of the Church ; and it is a sign to 
" certify the favour and goodness of God," 
vouchsafed to all who sincerely promise 

• The Greek word from vrVAcYv "BvaVva^ \% ^w.^^^ 
means an Overseer. 



the atonement made by Chr 
only ground of pardon and 
and Srdit/y to endeavour daily 
commandments^ and to obey 
God. These Samaritans had bee 
by the preaching of Philip, an 
by Philip : they had been baptis 
when they were of mature ag 
" men and women," had pro 
terms of the Covenant in their ( 
and for themselves* But it was 

* Even persons who lin'"» ' — 
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that they should receive greater measures 
of spiritual strength, by " the laying on of 
the Apostles^ handsJ* Peter and John, 
two of the Apostles and chief rulers of the 
Church, went down from Jerusalem to 
Samaria for this very purpose, — to confirm 
and establish them in the faith. To 
Samaria they came ; they prayed for them ; 
'^ they laid their hands " on them — on 
converts who had been baptized — and the 
Holy Ghost was given them. 

I direct your attention, in the next place, 
to the nineteenth chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles ; there we read that " Paul, 
having passed through the upper coasts of 
EphesuSy found certain disciples " who 
had been ^^ baptized with the baptism of 
repentance " which John preached. Then 
Paul required them ^^ that they should 
believe on Him that should come after John, 
that is, on Jesus Christ?^ Here you obseiye 
that both repentano,^ and faith, ^^s^^ ^^- 
quiredy and both, v^exe ^xotkvs»^^ "^"^ '^^^^'^' 
b3 



Paul. *' When they heara tnu 
baptized in the name of the Ia 
In this case^ without contrc 
Baptism of these persons waj 
and the promises required of 
and satisfactorily made. But d 
account this sufficient? W 
more done for them to secure 
hlessedness and hopes of tl 
They had made the required c 
faith^ and they had been bapti 
the Baptist^ and also by t] 
But, in the very next yerst 
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were^ in those days^ extrctordinary and 
miraculous gifts. These wonder-working, 
powers were then necessary to prove the 
Divine authority of Christ's religion ; and 
they became unnecessary and were dis- 
continued when that religion was once 
established in the world. But the ordinary 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, His purifying 
and strengthening inftuences are as neces- 
sary now as they were then. We shall 
not be able to believe, or to do what is 
required of us, without these ordinary 
gifts of grace. And although we may . 
have promised and vowed the conditions 
of the Gospel Covenant, and although we 
have, in consequence, been baptized ; yet 
it is as much our duty, to seek for these 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, by prayer and 
supplication, and by ^^ihe Laying on of 

The extraordinary have long ceased, they being no 
further needed, since the Chri8tiaaiell^vQ»T!L\&«<is&^^«xs&c^ 
eatablished. Grace, or the ordinary , "^"VsiiSsi '^^ "«* '^'^*^~ . 

manded to pray for, is of t^o "Vandja, w#t^«^*^*" 

eo-operattna. — «#»*» K-*' ' 



I wish you to read tl 
careful attention^ and to i 
sider the passages of Scrij 
it refers. In a few days 
resume this part of the su 
give you other reasons : 
which have satisfied my < 
the Rite of Confirmation : 
with Apostolic practice. 



LETTER IV. 

OF THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE FOR CONFIRMATION 
CONTINUED. 

I HAVE brouglit before your notice two 
instances from Scripture to shew that the 
Rite of Confirmation, or the " Laying on 
of Hands, ^^ was administered by the first 
preachers of the Gospel to converts who 
had been admitted by Baptism into the 
Christian Church. I wish to direct 
you, in the next place, to the sixth 
chapter of Saint Paul's Epistle to the 
Hebrews, where, in the beginning of 
the chapter, we find this exhortation, — 
" Therefore, leaving the principles of the 
doctrines of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection ; not laying again the founda- 
tion of repentance from dead works and 
faith towards God, of the doctrines of 
baptisms and of laying on of "Kaud;%^ '^^^ 



converts were required to beli 
They connect the doctriiie of ' 
Hands^^ with " the doctrine 
tind therefore justify, and, iu 
enforce the adoption and o 
the practice in our Apostolic 
Paul, you observe, is exhoi 
"^0 on to perfection ;^^ th 
remain in the first begin 
Christian course, but to adi 
more and more. They had b 
in and had learned ^'thepr 
;t^M^;^a /»/• rfhWxf.*^^ arid t 
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we are made partakers of the benefits 
of the Covenant; then, ^^ Laying on of 
Hands y^ by which we ratify and confirm 
the promises made, and are strengthened, 
in answer to prayer, by the gift and grace 
of the Holy Spirit, for the performance 
of those things which we promise and 
vow ; then, the belief that, after death, 
we shall all rise again with our bodies, 
^^the Resurrection of the Dead;^^ and, 
lastly, ^^ the Eternal JudgmenV* of hap- 
piness or misery to be assigned us, ac- 
cording to the things done in the body, 
whether they be good or bad. In this 
short catalogue of " the principles of the 
doctrine of Christy' you perceive that 
*^ the doctrine of laying on of hands^^ is 
a distinct and important doctrine; that 
it was left on record by St. Paul, in an 
epistle addressed to his "holy brethren 
partakers of the heayenlY caSXYKV^^C** "^ca^ 
it is enumerated along ^\\\v ^' refpenrAosace 
and faith :'' ana t\iftt. Yd \\ve ^^^«^ ^'^ 
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" the principles of the doctrine of Christy^ 
it follows the Sacrament of Baptism, 

Now, without drawing further proofs 
from Scripture, I may content myself with 
having brought these before you. From 
these alone, I feel the importance and 
Apostolic authority of this Rite of Con- 
firmation, or " Laying on of Hands.^'* I 
take up the Bible, and I read that the 
" Apostles Peter and John," " chief men 
among the brethren," " went down from 
Jerusalem to Samaria," to pray over and 
to "foy their hands'*^ upon those whom 
Philip, a Minister or Evangelist, had con- 
verted and baptized.- Again I read, that 
^^St. Patll found at Ephesus certain dis- 
ciples" who had been baptized unto 
John's Baptism, namely, the Baptism of 
'^ repentance /^^ that upon his preaching 
to them Jesus Christ, and "faith^* in 
His atonement, they believed in the Lord 
Jesus, and were baptized into his name ; 
and that afterwards the Apostle *^ laid his 
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hands on ihem^ that they might be en- 
dued with the gift and power of the Holy 
Ghost. And again I read in one of 
the Epistles of this same Apostle that 
" Laying on of Hands^^ is enumerated by 
him as one of ^Hhe principles of the 
doctrine of Christ,^ and next in order to 
the Sacrament of Baptism, Now, as I 
believe the Bible — as my faith is grounded 
and established on the Bible — as T am 
convinced that it is the word and revela- 
tion of God, and not of man, — I look to 
it and abide by it as my guide, and rule, 
and directory. The instructions which it 
gives, I must obey ; the examples it has 
recorded, I must follow ; the doctrines it 
contains, I must believe. I find it setting 
before me ^'the doctrine of laying on of 
hands i'*^ I read that the Apostles held 
that doctrine, and acted according to that 
doctrine; and, therefore,! \i^\e\^ Xic^a^. *^^ 
doctrine itself is a true doctrove- ^^. ^ 
found in the Scripture ; audiNV^^^ ^x^e?cNS^^^ 



is recordea m luc Kj\^xx^vx^,.y.. 
attention to it, therefore^ as a 
doctrine; and I press it thus stn 
your notice, because I am dej 
you should, in every respect 
Scripture as your guide and r 
forming your opinions upon th 
and instructions of that holy h 
ing its doctrines, and obeying i 
We are exhorted to " prove all 
to hold fast that which is goo( 
you, therefore, to" prove" the 
Confirmation, or " Laying an 
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especially the members of our Churchy 
which retains this Scriptural and Apos- 
tolic rite, to come themselves to be con- 
firmed, and to bring others, for whose 
religious instruction they are responsible,* 
to fulfil those promises and vows which 
were made in their names at their Baptism. 

* It would be well if the direction at the end of the 
third Rubric after the Catechism were generally observed, 
that "every one should have a Godfather or a God- 
mother as a witness of their Confirmation." 



LETTER V. 

OBJECTIONS OF DISSENTERS TO ( 
CONSIDERED. 

We have now considered 
passages of Scripture upoi 
ground the propriety of reti 
Church the Kite of Confirmj 
doctrine of laying on of hana 
have referred to many quotat 
writings of the first Christi; 
what was the opinion and pi 
Primitive Church, with rej 
ceremonv- ^nir fl^a -fi-o*- ^ "»- 
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it is clear that the last of these objec- 
tions is removed by the Spiritual authority 
I have given you in favour of the " doc- 
trine " and practice of " Laying on of 
Hands.^^ With regard to the other part of 
the objection it will suffice to state that the 
Papists, though they have what they call 
'Uhe Sacrament of Confirmation/' alto- 
gether disregard the primitive practice 
retained in our Church, of " Laying hands 
ony^ and praying over baptized converts, 
which we, of Christ's Holy Catholic 
Church, established in England, consider 
the only true, essential, and Scriptural 
parts of Confirmation. For prayer and 
the imposition of hands they have sub- 
stituted another ceremony altogether dif- 
ferent, anointing with oil, or the Chrism, 
as it has been called ; and have exalted into 
the nature and dignity of a Sacrament that 
which we consider to be only a Scriptural 
Rite and Apostolic Ordinance. 

It is well that we should Tvo\ARfc ixxxJ^^'t^^ 
c3 



followers, though they rashl; 
Confirmation because it had I 
approved of it as of Apostolic < 
In the Lutheran Church, tl 
hold not the Episcopal office e; 
they retain the Eite of Confir 
they commit the administrati 
the Priests.f Calvin confess^ 
passage we have considered, fee 

* Abp. Seeker, 
t We have an instance of the Rite < 
observed by the Lutheran Church, in 
Royal Highness P^nce Albert, the Pr 
our Gracious Qu^n. The members o 
the House of Coburg are Protestants, ; 
the Lutheran Ohiirr.h TTnnn tlio nnrn 
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chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
^^ abundantly witnesseth that the original 
of this rite or ceremony was from the 
AposUesy And though the Church of 
Geneva, which Calvin founded, did at first 
renounce Confirmation, they have since 
restored it and provided a form or office 
for the administration of it. In addition to 
these statements, " it should, I think, be 
mentioned, that some writers of note in this 
country, who have not in all things agreed 
with our Church, have yet strongly re- 
commended Confirmation. Amongst these, 
the Rev. R. Baxter in particular, the 
eminent nonconformist, spoke of the neg- 
lect of this thing of pernicious conse- 
quence to the Christian religion.* 

Let me, in the next place, draw your 
attention to a custom, similar to the Rite 
of Confirmation, existing amongst the 
Jews. Their children, you are aware, 
are admitted into covenant with God, by 

♦ TrsLct Society for Promotm^ C;\a\%>i«v^xwKs^'t^^^> 



when they are infants, by the 
of Baptism. When the mine 
Jewish children are matured 
stand their duties and obligat 
are brought before the congr 
promise, in their own persons, 
to the law of God. " All Jewi 
are reckoned to be accountable f 
of their sons till they are thir 
old, but no longer ; and, there 
boys arrive to their thirteenth 
are for the first time called up t 
that is, they stand at the alta 
Synagogue on the Sabbath-day 
a chapter or morp in <■>><* low ^-i 
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with the Jews in old time. And it is 
not unreasonably supposed that when our 
Lord " went up with His parents to Je- 
rusalem at the feast" of the Passover, 
He accompanied them for the purpose of 
conforming to the customs and institutions 
of religion, and " fulfilling the righteous- 
ness" of that covenant into which, in His 
early infancy. He had been admitted by 
the ordinance of Circumcision. 

As the Jews, then, admitted infants 
into covenant with God by the rite of Cir- 
cumcision, so do we admit children into 
covenant with Him through Jesus Christ, 
by the Sacrament of Baptism ; and as the 
Jews bring their children, in mature years, 
to promise obedience to the covenant in 
their own names, so also do we bring 
the youthful members of our Church to 
Confirmation, to promise for themselves 
obedience to the '^ everlasting covenanV^ 
As the Apostles, by the " layiug ou ^^ 
hands, ^^ confirmed tliose viVio V^^ \^^^^v 



CJrhost^ -and as St. Paul has ei 
the '^Laying on of Handa^^ amo 
principles of the doctrine of O. 
must we, taking them for our 
and the Scripture for our guide 
their godly notions" in all things 
for the gift of grace, as the first 
sought for it, in answer to man 
and by the " Laying on of Han 
And as our Lord Himself — in 
our example, having, "increa 
yond His natural age, ^^in all 
— went up to Jerusalem, whei 
years old,^ to renew the promii 
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living sacrijice„ holy^ acceptable unto God, 
which is their reasonable serviceJ^ 

From these several reasons are we per- 
suaded of the Apostolic order, the Scrip- 
tural authority, and beneficial tendency of 
the Rite of Confirmation, — that it is an 
ordinance intended to build us up in our 
holy faith, to strengthen us in all good- 
ness, and to procure for us the assistance 
of the Spirit from above, that we m^y 
J>e preserved evermore under His favour 
and protection, who is " the Shepherd 
and Bishop of our souls." 



LETTER VI. 

THE NECESSITY OF SINCEBE BEPENT. 

LIVELY FAITH IN THOSE WHO WOULl 

THE BENEFITS OF CONFIRMATI 

I HAVB now set before you t 
grounds on which the Aposto! 
Confirmation rests. It was nec< 
you should know, and be able 
reason " for your compliance wit 
retained in the Church of whi 
a member, and that, "proving a 

vou fib on Id rpsnlvp tn " "hnl/1 



the sight of God, or upon the soul of man. 
"Baptism and the Lord's Supper," the two 
Sacraments of our Church, which we hold 
are "generally necessary to salvation," are 
in themselves "outward and visible signs," 
representing, by simple and appropriate 
emblems, their ^^ inward and spiritual 
graces," the eflfects thereby produced upon 
the heart ; and, as means or channels con- 
veying those eflFects, namely, the regene- 
rating power, and renewing grace of God,* 
to ^^ the faithfuV* Without this "inward 
and spiritual grace," we have no ground 
to hope that we are the adopted child- 
ren of God's family. To them that are 
baptized, as well as to them that were 
circumcised, Christ profiteth nothing, un- 
less, renewed by the spirit of God, unless, 
circumcised in heart and baptized into 
Him, we have dwelling within us that 
"/afVA" which believeth to the 8ayvQ%^^ 
the soul, and that "foi^e" ^Yodsv^^^^e-^"^ 
daily in obedience to the Oos^^ ^=^^ ^^^ 
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ample of Jesus Christ. " He is not a Jew 
which is one outwardly; neitfler is that 
Circumcision which is outwardly in the 
flesh : but he is a Jew which is one in- 
wardly ; and Circumcision is that of the 
hearty in the spirit, and not in the letter ; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God.*** 
"And so he is not a Christian, who is one 
outwardly; neither is that Baptism, which 
is outward in the flesh :'* but he is a true 
Christian, who is inwardly a true believer, 
with an bhedieni faith ; and the true Bap- 
tism is that of the heart, ^^ the washing of 
regeneration, and the renewal of the Holy 
Ghost," producing a spiritual mind and 
a holy life. " In Christ Jesus, neith/er 
Circumcision availeth any thing, nor un- 
circumcision ; but faith which worketh by 
love.**t 

In like manner. Confirmation is dead 
to the production of any spiritual benefit 

* Bomma ii. 28, 29. t Oi\aX\wi% n. ^. 
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upon the soul, if alone; that k, if un- 
accompanied by those holy and solemn 
purposes of dedicating yourself to the faith 
and obedience of the Gospel in which you 
have been instructed. It is not the laying 
on of a Bifihop's hand that can procure 
a blessing to your soul, or confirm you in 
pious resolution to keep " the covenant of 
the Lord your God'' It would be great 
ignorance and superstition to imagine that, 
by their ^^ own power or holiness y'' the 
Bishops of our Church could make any 
of her children stand or walk in obedience 
to the Gospel. It is the " name'' and 
Spirit of Christ; it is the exercise of a 
living ^^ Faith in His name'' that ah)ne 
can give to our souls " perfect soundness 
in the presence"* of Him whose servants 
we profess to be. ConlSrmation, or the 
'* Laying on of Hands," can of itsdf con- 
vey no spiritual gift. 1\ \s ^ ^* i^^^S^ ^^ 

* Actsm. \^. 
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certify" those who rightly receive it "of 
the favour and gracious. goodness of God 
towards them :" and to receive it rightly, 
there must be sincerity and faithfulness in 
those over whom it is exercised. It is an 
act whereby the Bishop, as God's minister, 
confirms to true receivers the privileges of 
Christ's Church, and iseeks, by prayer, 
that *' the Fatherly hand of Ood may ever 
be over them : that His Holy Spirit may 
ever be with them, and so lead them in the 
knowledge and obedience of His word, that 
in the end they may obtain everlasting life'** 
" Further efficacy we do not ascribe to it, 
nor would have you look on Bishops as 
having, or claiming a power, in any case, 
to confer blessings arbitrarily on whom 
they please ; but only as petitioning God 
for that blessing from above, which He 
only can give and which we justly hope 
He will give the rather for the prayers of 

♦ Order of Confirmatioti. 
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those whom He hath placed over His 
people,"* to certify them by this sign and 
to bless them in the name of the Lord. 
Yet we have every reason to feel satis- 
fied that their intercessions, like those of 
the Apostles of our Lord, will be heard, 
and the sanctifying and confirming in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit will descend 
from heaven, in answer to their petitions, 
upon all those who are prepared to receive 
and cherish them. 

I hope you are, and have been daily 
preparing rightly to receive this holy or- 
dinance. It is a solemn act of dedicating 
yourself to the service of God ; of binding 
yourself, by a "perpetual covenant," to be 
the Lord's. How much is implied in the 
obligation into which you arc about to 
enter ! how sincere ought to be your in- 
tention to comform yourself in all things, 
by the grace of God assisting you, to the 

* Abp. SccVex. 
D 3 
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obedience of the Gospel of His Son ! Tak6 
the Confiscation Service, and read with 
care and prayerful attention^ the question 
asked by the Bishop. Observe, the Bishop 
charges you, " in the presence of Crod^' 
and in the presence of the '* congregation^' 
to reflect upon what you are about to do 
and say. God and men are made wit^ 
nesses against you, — let me rather hope 
they shall become witnesses ybr you, — that, 
indeed and in truth, the earnest desire of 
your heart is to be the obedient " child of 
God." " You are reminded of the solemn 
promise and vow that was made in your 
name at your Baptism." You are charged 
by the Bishop to enquire whether you do 
" renew " the same, " ratifying and con- 
firming " that vow and promise " in your 
own person, and acknowledging yourself 
bound to believe and to do all those things 
which your Godfathers and Godmothers 
undertook for you '' at yoMi Baptism, You 
^'^PIv^ ''Ida;' — " in the jyresence oj" GodV 
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remember ! — "in the presence of that 
God" "who trieth the very heart and 
reins " •=*- " who understandeth all your 
thoughts" — who will call you into judg- 
ment for this, as well as for every other 
word and work — whose wrath is as "con- 
suming lire" against the deceitful and 
impenitent, — but "whose favour is as a 
cloud of the latter rain " towards them that 
love Him and keep His commandments ; 
--*" in His presence," " who seeth not as 
man seeth," — you answer, '^ I do.'' "I do 
renew my baptismal engagements" — "I do 
acknowledge myself bound to renounce 
the devil and all his works, the vain pomp 
and glory of this world, with all covetous 
desires of the same, and the carnal desires 
of the flesh, so that I will not follow, nor 
be led by them;" — " I do believe all the 
articles of the Christian faith;" — "I do 
promise to keep God's holy will and 
commandments, and to ^^i!i^\s\^^'eass>R. 
all the days of mv life^ 



is able to keep you from falling 
help standeth in the name of 
who hath made heaven and eai 
serve how she invites you to 
you may be " strengthened witl 
Ghost the comforter, and may 
increased within you the man 
of grace; the spirit of wisdom 
derstanding — the spirit of coi 
ghostly strength — the spirit of 1 
and true holiness — and may be i 
the spirit of the fear of the Lord 
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the defence and protection of Him who 
will be the ** shield and exceeding great 
reward " of all his faithful people. 

Turn to the petitions which were oflFered 
up for you when you were baptized — 
when you were "admitted into the fellow- 
ship of Christ's reUgion ;" and now oflFer 
them up for yourself before His throne 
who has promised to be found of " them 
that seek him early." 

" O merciful God, grant that the old 
Adam in my heart may be so buried, 
that the new man may be raised up in 
me. Amen. 

" Grant that all carnal affections may 
die in me, and that all things belonging 
to the Spirit may live and grow in me. 
Amen. 

*^' Grant that I may have power and 
strength to have victory, and to triumph 
against the devil, the woiVSi, «xA ^^ '^^^^v. 
Amen, 
''Grant that, having \ieexi?^e5C\es>^»^'^ 



warded, through Thy mercy, O 
Lord God, who dost Kve and goi 
things, world without end. Amen 
May the Lord teach you to ref 
"watch and pray!*' to be in eames 
partaking of an ordinance so a 
and impressive as Confirmation [ 
sider how solemn were the p 
made for you in Baptism: how 
they continue now they are rene 
you in your own person and name ! 
much do they require! — what 8tr< 
•MrViof voAnlntinn — what dilifircnce 
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solution. That help God has promised; 
a help powerful and sufficient, procured 
for us through the atonement and merits 
of Jesus Christ, and to be granted to us 
through His intercession, if, in His name, 
we daily seek it by sincere and earnest 
prayer. 

How great is the privilege, — how 
effectual is the earnestness of prayer ! For 
man to be permitted to approach the pre- 
sence of God, to hold communion with 
Him before whom the Cherubim and 
Seraphim veil their faces with their wings, 
and cry, "Holy, Holy, Holy;'* and to 
make known all his wants, and to ask for 
grace and help in every time of need, is a 
great and unspeakable privilege. But 
what shall we say, how shall we rightly 
estimate that mercy through which we are 
encouraged to hope that those things 
which, being needful for us, "we ask 
MthfuUy, we shall o\>\am ^«fe^\>i!ii^> 
through Jesus Christ out \^ox«k»r XV^-^^ 



54 

aiid pray that your life may daily be 
marked by the constant habit and faithful 
exercise of prayer : then you shall be en- 
dued with strength from above, even with 
" the power of God/* to fulfil daily those 
duties and obligations, which, as a Chris- 
tian, — a ^' member of Christ, the child of 
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven," — you are called upon and bound 
to endeavour to perform. Let me add a 
very simple and beautiful verse which 
expresses forcibly the Christian's habit of 
prayer, — 

"Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, 
The Christian's native air, 
His watchword at the gates of death ; 
He enters heaven with prayer." 

"The blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
upon you, and remain with you for ever. 
Amen, " 



PRAYER 

TO BE USED WHILE PBEPA&INO FOR CONFIRMATION. 

O Merciful Gop and Father, by whose 
favour I was, at my Baptism, admitted 
into the Church and Family of Thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; Enable me, by 
Thy Grace, to consider seriously my Bap- 
tismal Vows and Obligations: Make me 
to know what I must believe and do to 
continue a Child of God by adoption and 
grace: Give me sincerity of heart to 
dedicate myself to Thy service, and firm 
resolution to renounce whatever would 
draw my affections from Thee. May I 
Batify and Confirm all that was promised 
for me at my Baptism; and be Confirmed, 
by "Thy Heavenly Grace, to continue 
Thine for ever, and daily to increase in 
Thy Holy Spirit more and more, until T 
come unto Thy eveilasXm^ >6xw^Jiss«s.. 
Amen," 



EXETER: 
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